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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MOPS, MPOL, LA 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA 

1. MILITARY ASSISTANCE. IN THE COURSE OF A MEETING WITH PRIME 
MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA ON FEBRUARY 4, 1 MENTIONED TO HIM THAT 
THE PATHET LAO HAD APPROACHED THE MISSION AT VARIOUS LEVELS IN 
ORDER TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

I TOLD THE PRIME MINISTER THAT I PLANNED TO MEET WITH LEADERS 

OF THE VIENTIANE SIDE LATER THIS WEEK IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A 
COMMON POSITION ON THIS ISSUE. I TOLD THE PRIME MINISTER THAT 
WHEN THE MATTER HAD BEEN RAISED BY FONMIN PHOUMI VONGVICHIT, 

I HAD REPLIED THAT THIS WAS AN ISSUE FOR THE LAO TO RESOLVE 
AND HAD NOTED THAT IF U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO FAR WERE TO 
BE INCLUDED IN THE PGNU BUDGET, THE SAME SHOULD BE TRUE OF THE 
SUPPORT RECEIVED BY THE PATHET LAO FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. THE 
PRIME MINISTER ASSENTED TO THIS POSITION. 

2. MIAS. I INFORMED THE PRIME MINISTER THAT THE PGNU SHOULD 
ANTICIPATE FURTHER PRESSURE WITH REGARD TO THE MIA/POW ISSUE. 

THE PROBLEM OF OUR MISSING MEN IN INDOCHINA WAS BEING BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF THE NEW MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND I WAS SURE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 00834 051403Z 

THAT THERE WAS WIDESPREAD DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE PROGRESS MADE 
TO DATE. AS I HAVE ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, I URGED THAT SERIOUS 
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TALKS COMMENCE ON THIS SUBJECT DIRECTED TOWARD AGREEMENT ON THE 
INVESTIGATION OF CRASH SITES IN AREAS WHICH ARE NOT SENSITIVE. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION VERY WELL 
AND WOULD TAKE ACTION WHEN HE RETURNS TO VIENTIANE. COMMENT. I 
VERY MUCH DOUBT THAT THE PRIME MINISTER CAN INFLUENCE THE PACE 
OF EVENTS ON THE POW/MIA ISSUE BUT INTEND TO KEEP IT IN FRONT 
OF HIM. 

3. DISTURBANCES. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION REGARDING THE STATE OF 
AFFAIRS IN THE KINGDOM, I TOLD THE PRIME MINISTER THAT IT 
APPEARED TO ME THAT SAYABOURY WOULD BE THE NEXT PROVINCE TO 
UNDERGO DEMONSTRATIONS AND DISTURBANCES. THE PRIME MINISTER 
WAS SURPRISED AND SAID HE HAD HEARD NOTHING ABOUT IT. I SAID 
THAT THE SITUATION WAS PRESENTLY CALM BUT THAT I UNDERSTOOD 
THAT THERE WAS SERIOUS RESENTMENT OF THE CORRUPTION AND IN- 
COMPETENCE OF THE GOVERNOR AND MILITARY COMMANDER. THE PRIME 
MINISTER SAID THAT HE WAS AWARE OF SOME DISSATISFACTION WITH 
THE PERFORMANCE OF THESE INDIVIDUALS. HE COMMENTED THAT IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO TAKE EFFECTIVE ACTION AGAINST CORRUPTION 
AS THE MINISTERS WOULD NEVER PROVIDE HIM WITH FACTUAL 
INFORMATION ON WHICH HE COULD BASE A DECISION. I COMMENTED THAT 
THE WHOLE ISSUE OF CORRUPTION AND GHOSTS IN THE ARMY WAS GIVING 
US A LOT OF TROUBLE IN CONNECTION WITH THE TROOP REDUCTION 
EFFORT. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE ARMY WAS EVEN WORSE 
THAN THE CIVIL SERVICES. HE HAD A LONG TIME AGO DIRECTED THAT 

A SENSIBLE, PHASED DEMOBILIZATION PLAN BE PUT INTO EFFECT. 

WHEN HE RETURNED TO VIENTIANE HE WOULD CONVOKE THE GENERAL 
STAFF AND GET THIS SITUATION RESOLVED. 

4. COMMENT: ALL OF THE ABOVE WAS VINTAGE SOUVANNA. ALTHOUGH 
PHYSICALLY UNCHANGED, HE APPEARED TO ME TO BE EXTRAORDINARILY 
OUT OF TOUCH WITH REALITY. IT WAS ALSO OBVIOUS FROM THE 
COMMENTS HE MADE ON THE DEAN CASE, AS WELL AS HIS COMMENTS ON 
CORRUPTION, THAT HE TENDS INCREASINGLY TO PARROT PRINCE 
SOUPHANOUVONG WHO MADE REMARKS VERY SIMILAR TO THOSE OF 
SOUVANNA IN HIS SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEW (VIENTIANE 809). 

WHITEHOUSE 
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